
 

 

 

 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B 

  

Gospel Acclamation     Mark 1:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! The kingdom of God is near: 

believe the Good News!  Alleluia! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Mark      Mark 1:14-20 

 

Repent, and believe the Good News. 

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into 

Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from 

God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the king-

dom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe 

the Good News.’ 

As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he 

saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 

in the lake – for they were fishermen. And Jesus 

said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you into 

fishers of men.’ And at once they left their nets 

and followed him. 

Going on a little further, he saw James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John; they too were in 

their boat, mending their nets. He called them at 

once and, leaving their father Zebedee in the boat 

with the men he employed, they went after him. 

                                  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Communion Antiphon        John 8:12 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoev-

er follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 

have the light of life. 

 

 

Next week’s readings 

First reading      Deuteronomy 18:15-20  

Responsorial psalm      Ps 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.9  

Second reading      1 Corinthians 7:32-35  

Gospel       Mark 1:21-28   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entrance   Antiphon          Cf Psalm 95:1,6 

O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, 

all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 

splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

 

A reading from the prophet Jonah      

                Jonah 3:1-5. 10 

 

The Ninevites renounced their evil ways. 

The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: 

‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great city, and 

preach to them as I told you to.’ Jonah set out 

and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of 

the Lord. Now Nineveh was a city great beyond 

compare: it took three days to cross it. Jonah 

went on into the city, making a day’s journey. He 

preached in these words, ‘Only forty days more 

and Nineveh is going to be destroyed.’ And the 

people of Nineveh believed in God; they pro-

claimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the 

greatest to the least. God saw their efforts to re-

nounce their evil behaviour. And God relented: he 

did not inflict on them the disaster which he had 

threatened. 

                                 The word of  the Lord. 

 

Responsorial Psalm       Ps 24:4-9. R. v.4 

Teach me your ways, O Lord. 

 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 

Corinthians         

        1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

 

The world as we know it is passing away. 

Brothers, our time is growing short. Those who 

have wives should live as though they had none, 

and those who mourn should live as though they 

had nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying 

life should live as though there were nothing to 

laugh about; those whose life is buying things 

should live as though they had nothing of their 

own; and those who have to deal with the world 

should not become engrossed in it. I say this be-

cause the world as we know it is passing away. 

                      The word of  the Lord. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cdeu#deu018
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cco1#co1007
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmrk#mrk001


 

 

The Catholic Church in the       
Dandenong Ranges  

P.O. Box 100, Belgrave, Victoria  3160  

Phone: 97542141     

Office Hours:  9.30am—2pm Tuesday to Friday 

Internet:  pol.org.au/belgrave  

Our Parish Vision 

Statement: 

We are called to be a 

welcoming, 

compassionate 

community, empowered 

for our faith journey for 

active service…... 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B  -  20th/21st January, 2024 

REFLECTION by Nick Brodie 

According to Pope Francis, ‘Jesus did not mince words’. Any way you look at it, Christ’s proclamation was a 

turning point in history with phenomenal ramifications. The moment has arrived! The Kingdom of God is close! 

There is Good News to be heard! 

This was Jesus’ message about himself. ‘He was the salvation,’ the Pope notes, who entered human history in a 

powerfully new way. 

When we look at this Gospel, Jesus also had another component of his message: the way of discipleship. Its 

elements are straightforward: repent, believe, follow. As the Pope elaborates, Jesus ‘invites us to recognise our-

selves as in need of God and his grace; to have a balanced attitude with regard to earthly goods; to be welcom-

ing and humble toward everyone; to know and fulfil ourselves in the encounter with and service of others.’ This 

is how we can change our lives to follow more closely the one in whom we believe. 

And, as the Pope further suggests, each phase of our life ‘has its own value, and can be a privileged moment of 

encounter with the Lord.’ Therefore, we should be open to welcoming Jesus again and again in new places and 

situations. Whether in our parishes, homes or workplaces, our lives are full of encounters that can change us 

and those we meet. This is the way. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/calendar/date/2024Jan21/0/RefNickB 

 

PARISH PRIEST:            Fr. Anthony Cruz MC  
            Anthony.cruz@cam.org.au  

Phone:                    87518112. 

Parish Secretary:                       Mirani Perera   

Parish Office:                     97542141  
Sacraments :                              belgrave@cam.org.au     

Child Safety Contacts:              Jeanette Wicks 97542759 
            Monica Rayner  

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:              Chairperson — Evie 
Monbulk:                                    Sue Luxford 

                            
Belgrave:             David  Bhoynz       

Gembrook:                                                                

Emerald:                            Evie  and Irene Reed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

ST. THOMAS MORE’S PRIMARY, BELGRAVE 

Principal: Declan McDermott  
Phone:  9754-4444   
Email: principal@smbelgrave.catholic.edu.au  
www.smbelgrave.catholic.edu.au 
 

ST. PAUL’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, MONBULK  
Principal: Michael Watt    
Phone: 9756 7201   

Email: principal@spmonbulk.catholic.edu.au  
www.spmonbulk.catholic.edu.au                        

CHURCH  

CENTRES 

St. Joseph’s Church 

Emerald 

Cnr. Emerald-

Monbulk & Cornish 

Roads 

Sacred Heart Church  

Gembrook 

Main Road 

St. Thomas More 

Church 

Belgrave 

17 Terry Avenue,  

Belgrave 

St. Paul’s Church  

Monbulk 

59 Moores Road 

Mass 

Times  

Weekend Vigil Mass 

6.00pm  
 
 

9.00am  

 
 

9.00am  

 

11.00am  

Weekday   9.00am  

 
The Parish of St Thomas More and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to 
the care, wellbeing and protection of  chil-
dren, young people and vulnerable people in 
our community. May our message be that 
child  protection and the dignity of every             
person is the responsibility of every adult. 
You can find out more about the Church’s 
work in this area at: www.catholic.org.au/
responseandprevention 

WE ARE A CHILD SAFETY PARISH AND WE BELIEVE IN CHILD SAFETY. 

The Pope's Monthly Intentions for 2024 —  Month of  January 

For The Gift Of Diversity In The Church  - Let us pray that the Holy Spirit helps us recognize the gift of dif-

ferent charisms within the Christian community, and to discover the richness of different ritual traditions in 

the heart of the Catholic Church.                                                             https://columban.org/prayerintentions 

mailto:principal@smbelgrave.catholic.edu.au
http://www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention
http://www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention


 

 

REMEMBRANCE IN OUR PRAYERS: 

Recent deaths:  Frank Separovic, the husband of   

Angela and the father of Maria, Susan and Peter. 

Many people across the world who have died due to 

natural calamities  and ongoing Wars. May their souls 

rest in peace.  

 

Anniversaries:   Fr. Noel MacKay, Stephen Whyte, Mary 

Lord, Henk Koelewyn, Ted Shaw, Connie Pepi, Lena Addamo, 

Connie Occhipinti, Tony Borg, Melissa Ryan.  

 

Prayers for the Sick:   We pray for all who are ill, but 

especially the following people: Ronald Mackrodt, Kaz Lyons, 

Gwenda Lyons ,Frank Stoneman Flynn Kroeger, Verity Loke,  

Helen Bye, Stephen Billington,  Anne Radocaj, Simon Kuyper 

John Barber, Dimuthu, Glen Butler, Juhyeon Kim, Peter 

Hicks, Margaret Campion,  Cameron DiCasio, Jack Weir, 

Ewa Wallis, Jane Schellenbach, Deanne Atkinson, Daniel, 

Mason, Hero, Helen Smith, Irene, Debbie Owens, Don Kemp-

ster, Pat McCarrick, Justin,  Tom Fergus, Josie Walsh,  B. 

O’Connor, Maureen  Lyons,  Ingyin Collins, David Bourke, 

Eileen Banyard, Brendan, Martin Fergus, Margaret, 

Maureen, Patricia Gilchrist, Stephen Mc., Cheryl McInnes, 

Kate Arnott, Julian Neesham, Fa Perisipi, John Reid, Dieter 

Farmer, Margaret Sheanon, Dianne Zidek, Mark Pickthall, 

Terry Schubert, Neil Weatherill, Margaret Herbert, Rob 

Zwagerman,  Joshua McQuade,  Lanie Brereton, Sandra 

Dowling, Francesca, Neil Holland, Maureen Hughes, Marilyn 

Ward, Isabelle Henry, Phillis Willoughby. 

• Sick List: If you are aware that any names on 

the sick list need to be removed, please con-

tact the Parish Office on 97542141.  

Reading Roster     - 21st January  

Elizabeth Drake & Robert Quirk 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED for the Australia Day 

public holiday on Friday 26th January 2024. Usual 

office hours will resume on Tuesday 30th January. 

Thank you.  

For details relating to Baptisms, Marriages & 

Anointing of the Sick, please contact the parish of-

fice.  

ORDER OF MALTA  LOURDES DAY MASS – 

SATURDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2024 

For some years now, the Order of Malta has or-

ganised an annual Lourdes Day Mass to provide 

an opportunity to pray for the sick and infirm 

particularly for those who would not otherwise 
have the possibility of visiting Lourdes.  

 

 

The Mass will take place 

again on Saturday, 10th 

February at 10.30am at St 

Patrick’s Cathedral, with 

Archbishop Peter A Comenso-

li as the principal celebrant. 

 

Please see below an update to current vacant roles listed on 
our Melbourne Catholic website. 
  
Further details of the above positions can be found on the 
Archdiocese website at: Job vacancies | Melbourne Catho-
lic    
Should you have any further questions please do not hesi-
tate to contact Human Resources 
at hradmin@cam.org.au 
 

Fr Maria Raju would like to invite you for an 18-day 

pilgrimage, departing on 23rd September 2024. This 

pilgrimage features Fatima, Lourdes, Turin, Milan, 

Padua, Venice, Florence, Assisi, Rotondo and Rome 

for an all-inclusive price of $8790. The fare includes 

Return Economy Airfares + Local Transfers in Deluxe 

coaches + Stay in Premium Hotels + All Breakfasts & 

Dinners + Catholic Priest + English speaking profes-

sional guides. For enquiries & bookings call 03 8839 

6615 or 1300 721 561 or email 

us pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au. 

Fr. Cruz’s  visit to St. Mary Mackillop Memorial 

Chapel and her Tomb  Sydney 

https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
mailto:hradmin@cam.org.au
mailto:pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au


 

 

 

Happy Australia Day  

26th January  

May God who formed our southern land be 

for us a rock of strength.  

May God who rules our southern seas keep 

us safe in every storm.  

May God who made our southern skies turn 

our darkness into light.  

 

Anonymous  

St. Agnes of Rome — Feast 21st January  

 

Agnes is one of the most glori-

ous saints in the calendar of 

the Roman Church. The great-

est Church Fathers vie with 

one an-other in sounding her 

praise and glory. St. Jerome 

writes: "All na-tions, especially 

their Christian communities, 

praise in word and writing the 

life of St. Agnes. She tri-

umphed over her tender age as well as over the merciless 

tyrant. To the crown of spotless innocence she added the 

glory of martyrdom."  

Our saint's name should be traced to the Greek hagne (the 

pure, rather than to the Latin agna). But the Latin deriva-

tion prevailed in the early Church. The reason may have 

been that eight days after her death Agnes appeared to her 

parents with a train of virgins, and a lamb at her side. St. 

Augustine knew both derivations. "Agnes", he writes, "means 

'lamb' in Latin, but in Greek it denotes 'the pure one'". The 

Latin interpretation occasioned the yearly bless-ing of the St. 

Agnes lambs; it takes place on this day in the Church of 

which she is patron, and the wool is used in weaving the 

palliums worn by archbishops and, through privilege, by 

some bishops. In the church built by the Em-peror Constan-

tine over the saint's grave, Pope Gregory the Great preached 

a number of homilies. Reliable details con-cerning the life of 

St. Agnes are very few. The oldest materi-al occurs in St. 

Ambrose's De Virginibus, parts of which are read today at 

Matins. The value of the later (definitely un-authentic) 

"Passion" of the saint is enhanced by the fact  that various  

antiphons and responsories in the Office are derived from 

it.  

From such liturgical sources we may construct the follow-

ing "life of St. Agnes". One day when Agnes, then thirteen 

years old, was returning home from school, she happened 

to meet Symphronius, a son of the city prefect. At once he 

became passionately attracted to her and tried to win her 

by precious gifts. Agnes repelled him, saying: "Away from 

me, food of death, for I have already found another lov-

er" (r. Ant.). "With His ring my Lord Jesus Christ has be-

trothed me, and He has adorned me with the bridal 

crown" (3. Ant., Lauds). "My right hand and my neck He 

has encircled with precious stones, and has given me ear-

rings with priceless pearls; He has decked me with lovely, 

glittering gems" (2. Ant.). "The Lord has clothed me with a 

robe of gold, He has adorned me with priceless jewels" (4. 

Ant.). "Honey and milk have I received from His mouth, 

and His blood has reddened my cheeks" (5. Ant.). "I love 

Christ, into whose chamber I shall enter, whose Mother is 

a virgin, whose Fa-ther knows not woman, whose music 

and melody are sweet to my ears. When I love Him, I re-

main chaste; when I touch Him, I remain pure; when I 

possess Him, I remain a vir-gin" (2. Resp.). "I am betrothed 

to Him whom the angels serve, whose beauty the sun and 

moon admire" (9. Ant.). "For Him alone I keep my troth, to 

Him I surrender with all my heart" (6. Ant.).  

Incensed by her rebuff, Symphronius denounced Agnes to 

his father, the city prefect. When he threatened her with 

commitment to a house of ill fame, Agnes replied: "At my 

side I have a protector of my body, an angel of the Lord" (2. 

Ant., Lauds). "When Agnes entered the house of shame, 

she found an angel of the Lord ready to protect her" (1. 

Ant., Lauds). A light enveloped her and blinded all who 

tried to approach. Then another judge condemned her to 

the stake because the pagan priests accused her of sor-

cery.  

Surrounded by flames she prayed with outstretched arms: 

"I beseech You, Father almighty, most worthy of awe and 

adoration. Through Your most holy Son I escaped the 

threats of the impious tyrant and passed through Satan's 

filth with feet unsullied. Behold, I now come to You, whom 

I have loved, whom I have sought, whom I have always de-

sired." She gave thanks as follows: "O You, the almighty 

One, who must be adored, worshipped, feared - I praise 

You because through Your only begotten Son I have es-

caped the threats of wicked men and have walked through 

the filth of sin with feet unsullied. I extol You with my lips, 

and I desire You with all my heart and strength."  

after the flames died out, she continued: "I praise You, Fa-

ther of my Lord Jesus Christ, because by Your Son the fire 

around me was extinguished" (4. Ant., Lauds). And now 

she longed for union with Christ: "Behold, what I yearned 

for, I already see; what I hoped for, I already hold in em-

brace; with Him I am united in heaven whom on earth I 

loved with all my heart" (Ben. Ant.). Her wish was granted; 

the judge ordered her beheaded.  

 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/

liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-01-21  


